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December 2021

Tidings

the

Celebrating over 135 years of ministry
“Light shines in the darkness” (John 1:5a)

Each fall I encounter one of the most disappointing days of the year. In November, our clocks “fall back”
and, though we gain an hour of sleep, we lose an hour of daylight in the afternoon. It is shocking how quickly it
gets dark. After our move up north to Easton, I was disheartened at how early the sun sets up here. It starts to
get dark at 4:30!
I wonder, though, whether this longer darkness will make one of my favorite Christmas traditions even
more sweet. Each year I savor the tradition of hanging Christmas lights. We all know those who go all out in
decorating their yards, but even those who put up a small wreath with lights or a single candle are making a
statement. They are saying: though the world is getting darker and colder, there is still hope here. Light can
make a difference even in deep darkness.
The theme of light in the darkness is found throughout scripture illustrating hope and God’s presence in
difficult times. When John writes about Jesus’ birth, he uses this theme: “In [Christ] was life, and that life was
the light of all mankind. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it (John 1:45).” Jesus’ young life would be a radiant light to a troubled and darkened world. Not only is Jesus a light shining
to give hope to the world; all of us, his followers are to be lights, as well. Remember his teaching: People [do
not] light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the
house. In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your
Father in heaven. (Matthew 5:15-16)
On Sunday, November 28th at 4:30pm, the church will have a “Carols and Cocoa” event outside on the
church grounds. There will be hot cocoa, a campfire, Christmas carols and the
lighting of the Christmas lights hung on trees in front of the church. It will be a
great time to be with church family. I encourage you to
invite your friends and neighbors. But more than this, it
will be a sign of the light of Christ shining from our church
into our neighborhood and town.
Around us there is much to be concerned about; the
world has many problems. As you hang your Christmas
lights or place a candle in your window in these coming
days, remember Christ who came to give you the light of
hope. And commit yourself to shining Christ’s light of hope,
peace, joy and love to those around you. We will never be
disappointed living in that light.
-Pastor Ryan

Join Us Each Sunday of Advent
All Services will be Live - streamed, www.ecovchurch.org.
Sunday, November 28, 10:30 AM

1st Sunday of Advent “HOPE”

4:30 PM: Cocoa and Caroling
Join us on the circle for cocoa, caroling, and the lighting of the trees and
bushes.

Sunday, December 5, 10:30 AM

2nd Sunday of Advent "PEACE"

Sunday, December 12, 10:30 AM

3rd Sunday of Advent "JOY"

Sunday, December 19, 10:30 AM

4th Sunday of Advent "LOVE"

Christmas Pageant!
Join us for our children’s Christmas Pageant. Children are invited to
participate. Practice is during the worship services leading up to the service.
The Pageant will take place during the worship service.

Friday, December 24, 4:00 PM

Christmas Eve Family Service

Friday, December 24, 11:00 PM

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service

Carols and Cocoa
Sunday, November 28, at 4:30 p.m.
Join us outside for cocoa, the singing of carols, and the lighting of the trees in front of the
church.
Invite your friends and neighbors for this joyful time!

Senior High
Senior high youth group is looking forward to an afternoon at Faneuil Hall in Boston.
December 19, depart after worship 11:45 a.m.
Let Joyce Nelson (508-941-4510) or Laura Slomba (415-722-6793) know if you’re attending.

New England Seafarers Mission: Diddy Bags and Shoeboxes
We are accepting Christmas shoeboxes or Ditty bags filled (to the brim!) with items listed below. There is a shortage of
shoebox donations for the men this year. If you haven’t shopped for the toiletry items yet, please focus on items for the
men. If you have already packed a shoebox for the women, no worries, we will still take them. In addition, we are also
accepting gently used, laundered men’s winter jackets (sizes small and medium). Do not gift wrap jackets; they will be
delivered separately.
· Please fill a shoebox or Ditty bag with the following items: Travel-size toiletry items (soap, shampoo, mouthwash,
toothpaste/toothbrush, disposable razors, tissue packets, nail clippers, hand sanitizer)
· Winter knit hats, gloves, black crew socks

· Cough drops, vitamin C drops, gum, hard candy
· Air fresheners.
· A small size paperback Devotional
Sewing/mending kit http://neseafarers.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/sewkit.pdf
· Bandanas
· Combs
· Finally, insert a Christmas card and wrap the box in festive paper.
Please drop off your shoeboxes at the church during business hours. The deadline is at the conclusion of Sunday Service
on December 5, 2021.
Don’t have a shoebox? There will be a limited supply of empty shoeboxes found in the Narthex, else bring your items
separately and we will pack it for you. We can also shop for the items with any monetary or gift card (Joblot, Dollar Tree)
donation. For more information please contact Lita Kuipers, Lk83cw@verizon.net.

Friendship Club
The December Christmas luncheon and meeting of the Friendship Club will be held on December
14th at noon in the Fireside Room. The luncheon will be hosted by Judy Tyler.
We hope you can join us.
Please bring a dish or dessert to be shared and your place setting (plate/utensils).
A short Christmas program will follow the luncheon.
All are Welcome!

Trunk or Treat 2021
Thank you to all who participated in Trunk or
Treat! It was a blast!

The Flowers in the Sanctuary
We are so grateful for the floral arrangements Liz Eaton and Karen Short create for our
sanctuary. And with Thanksgiving and Advent, we extend an extra bit of gratitude to them
and others for the beautiful flowers and decorations in the Narthex and in the Sanctuary.
If you would like to help out with the expenses of flowers or if you would like flowers in
memory or in honor of someone, please speak to Liz Eaton or sign up on the poster in the
Narthex (by the mailboxes). Payment can be made directly to Liz or you can drop it off in
the church office and we will ensure it gets to her.

Coffee Hour Host Schedule

Health and Safety Reminders

November

W& M / Missions

Our current reminders are as follows:

December

Whole Life Stewardship

We encourage you to wear a mask for Sunday worship.

January

Properties

February

Stephen’s Care

Each ministry or activity makes decisions about their own areas and meetings
as fits their needs.

March

Men’s Group

April

Wednesday Bible Study

The church still asks for self certification when attending church events. Please
stay home if you or someone in your home has had flu-like symptoms within
the last 48 hours. These symptoms could be a fever of 100.3 or higher, a
cough, or shortness of breath. Thank you for making choices that are for the
good of your neighbor as yourself.

Stewardship Reminder
Stewardship Sunday was November 14, but it’s not too late to turn in your pledge for 2022. The
Finance Committee has already begun the budget process for our annual meeting and having an
estimate of expected income will help us in our planning. If you need a pledge card, please contact
the church office.

December Music Groups Schedule

December Music Notes

Choir
November 28, 4:30 p.m. (for those able to attend the outdoor Carol
Sing, we will lead from front steps)

Rehearsals, Sundays 9:15 a.m.: Dec. 5, 12, and 19
Thursday Evening Rehearsal, Dec. 16, 7:30 p.m.
Christmas Eve 4:00 p.m. Family Service, Choir 3:30 p.m.
Sectional Rehearsals, Tuesdays 1:00: Dec. 7, 14, 21
(No Sectional Rehearsal on Dec. 28)
NO REHEARSAL OR CHOIR DEC. 26
Sunday, January 2, Rehearsal 9:15 am, before worship at 10:30 a.m.
For questions or information, contact:
Janice Marsan
Chair of Worship & Music Ministries
Ginny Elson
Director of Music Ministries

Handbell Choir
Sunday, November 28, Carol Sing (Arrive at 4:00 to prepare for 4:30)
Saturdays, Dec. 4 and 18, 11:00 am (No rehearsal Dec. 11)
Christmas Eve 4:00 Family Service, Handbells 3:30 p.m.

From the Church Office
•

January Tidings submission deadline is Thursday, Dec. 16.

•

The church’s Annual Meeting is Sunday, January 23, after the worship service.

•

Annual Reports are due January 1. Please submit these in any of these four ways: as a Word document, Excel
spreadsheet, text within the body of an email, or a Google document. PDF’s do not play nicely with Publisher. If you
have questions, please ask Jen.

•

Church offices will be closed for regular hours December 27-31. The pastors will be available via phone calls/emails.

Thank You
This is a belated but heartfelt thank you for all the support given to me since Don’s passing.
Your friendship and prayers helped me immensely through those difficult days.
—Barbara Takach
Thank you to so many who have lifted us up in so many ways as we have worked through
our health challenges these last few months.
—Ray and Geraldine Wallace

Happy December Birthdays!!

Care
Ministry

John Anderson 1
Noreen Harmon 1
Lori Prew 1

Peter Gay 7
Anna Goodwin 7
Judy McCullough 8

Eva Cudmore 2
Dylan DeCosta 2
Heather Larson 3

Timothy Driscoll 9
Johnny Agurkis 10
Debbie Chase 10

Sean McGarry 3

Brayden Burton 13

Rosie Johnson 5
Chris Hayes 6
Leslee Buckley 7

Christopher Legare 16
George Chislett 17

Armenie Varadian 17
Nancy Waugh 18
Geraldine Wallace 19

Tom Hyde 24
Anna Nelson 24
Heather Carroll 29
Derek Frederickson 29

Heather Willis 19
Elise McCormick 20 Christian Frederickson 29
Kevin Symmons 20
Carole Giberti 29
Dom Di Battista 21
Claire Cummings 31
Nick Cidado 22
Brooke Bassett 23

Prayers of Petition
• Would we read and pray the Bible and trust that the Lord is with us
• Our patience with one another as we have different opinions about Covid and how to bear

with one another (Ephesians 4: 1—6)
• Those dealing with addiction, especially with the trials of Covid
• Those who are experiencing loss due to Covid and other illnesses
• Those who are isolated and alone
• Our 2021-22 Confirmands as they learn and grow in their faith
• The health of marriages in the church and for those who long to be married
• Caleb Hurst: would he continue to grow and develop—specifically learn to walk and talk
• Kathy Murphy, friend of Steve and Sandy Willette, who is battling cancer
• Karen McSherry’s brother, Mark, as his heath continues to decline. Pray for strength for the family and caregivers as they

continue to care for him at home.
• Please pray for continued strength and improvement for Len “Cid” Cidado

Prayers of Thanksgiving and Celebration
• God’s promises are trustworthy and true. This is our hope and our rest!
• The continued development of Caleb Hurst (Thad and Jen’s nephew)
• Our online worship services reaching those unable to attend in person!
• Cathy Zelinski’s nephew, Burton, has fully recovered from brain surgery!
• Aimee Slomba’s full healing!

10:30a Worship
7:30p Basketball

26

9:15a Choir Rehearsal
10:30a Worship
11:45a Sr High Youth to
Faneuil Hall
5:00p Confirmation
7:30p Basketball

19

5:30p Yoga (fireside)
7:00p Knitting (fireside)

28

1:00p Sectional Rehearsal

5:30p Yoga (fireside)
7:00p Knitting (fireside)
7:00p Men’s Bible Study
(chapel)

27

21

12:00p Friendship Club
Potluck (fireside)
1:00p Sectional Rehearsal

14

1:00p Sectional Rehearsal
7:oop Council (fireside)

7

Tue

20

5:30p Yoga (fireside)
7:00p Knitting (fireside)
7:00p Men’s Bible Study
(chapel)

13

12

9:15a Choir Rehearsal
10:30a Worship
5:00p Confirmation
7:30p Basketball

5:30p Yoga (fireside)
7:00p Knitting (fireside)
7:00p Men’s Bible Study
(chapel)

6

Mon

9:15a Choir Rehearsal
10:30a Worship
5:00p Confirmation
7:30p Basketball

Diddy Bag/Shoebox
Deadline

5

9:15a Choir Rehearsal
10:30a Worship
4:00p Handbells
4:30p Cocoa and Carols
7:30p Basketball

28

Sun

29

6:30p Women’s Bible
Study (fireside)*

22

6:30p Women’s Bible
Study (fireside)*

15

6:30p Women’s Bible
Study (fireside)*

8

6:30p Women’s Bible
Study (fireside)*

1

Wed

30

10:00a Women’s Bible
Study (fireside)
7:30p Choir Rehearsal
7:30p Prayer Meeting
(chapel)

23

10:00a Women’s Bible
Study (fireside)
7:30p Choir Rehearsal
7:30p Prayer Meeting
(chapel)
*January Tidings Due*

16

10:00a Women’s Bible
Study (fireside)
7:30p Prayer Meeting
(chapel)

9

10:00a Women’s Bible
Study (fireside)
7:30p Prayer Meeting
(chapel)

2

Thu

2021

31

11:00p Candlelight Service

3:30p Handbells
4:00p Family Service

24

17

10

3

Fri

1/1 Annual Reports Due to
the Office
1/2 9:15a Choir Rehearsal
1/23 Annual Meeting

January Dates:

25

11:00a Handbells

18

11

11:00a Handbells

4

Sat
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CCC At A Glance
Sunday Mornings
10:30 Worship Service (Online and In-person)
Staff:
Pastor Ryan & Pastor Devyn Chambers Johnson
Co-Pastors

Ginny Elson
Director of Music Ministries
Jen Krikorian
Office Administrator
Nick Zelinski

Our Mission

Church Custodian and IT

To Connect the generations to Christ, to

www.ecovchurch.org

Grow in our love for His Church, and to

508.238.6423

Serve God in the greater Community

